Madawaska High School

Home of the Owls

AP French Syllabus (2011-2012)

Number of students:  (5) 


Instructor:        M. Soucy

Room:  206

Email:             cursoucy@madawaskaschools.org 
Class Schedule:

	BLUE DAY (B)
	WHITE DAY (W)

	Block
	Class
	Block
	Class

	TT
	Team Time
	TT
	Team Time

	 1 (1-2)
	French II


	 1 (1-2)
	French I

	 2 (3-4)
	AP French


	 2 (3-4)
	Planning Period

Study Hall

	 3 (5-6)
	French II
	 3 (5-6)
	French III



	 4 (7-8)
	Developmental

French
	 4 (7-8)
	French I




Course Overview

The goal of this AP French Language course is twofold: The primary being to help students acquire the advanced levels of language proficiency identified by the American Council for the Teaching of Foreign Languages, as defined by the US Foreign Service Institute. Secondly and of equal importance, is the “reawakening” of the spoken French Language in our French-Acadian Community that has been comprised by generations of repression well documented in the history of the French in New England. A call of “Waking Up French…! Réveil”, a film by Ben Levine documenting the struggles for cultural survival traces the French heritage of our region and calls for the renewal and reacquisition of our heritage and language.  This AP French Course serves as a response to that cry and invokes in our students from French I through AP French the importance of history and heritage understanding and demonstrates how a language can be reacquired for personal and community renewal.

In an effort to meet these goals, the AP French Language course is conducted exclusively in French. Students are required to speak French at all times in class and are invited to have their noon time lunch in the AP French classroom, where they again have an opportunity to express themselves in French in a more relaxed, but yet controlled environment.  Students are also encouraged to participate in French Club activities that provide them with French Language Immersion experiences, which includes francophone language tours to such places as Rivière Du Loup, Quebec City, and Région de Baie De Chaleur, as well as at local French speaking venues.  Students also participate in local and regional Concours Oratoire in French which is aired every school year on our school’s public access channel, and reported in our local newspapers. Students develop a high level of oral proficiency through consistent use of the target language is discussions, role-playing, conversations, news shows, story-telling and creative speaking assignments. They broaden their comprehension skills through a variety of texts, Internet sites, authentic newspapers, and magazine articles.  Our high school library, our public library as well as our local Acadian Archives at the University of Maine at Fort Kent provide a wealth of French language and cultural reading materials. (With the U.S. Senate Appropriations Committee approving $1 million for the 2014 World Acadian Congress that will be hosted in our Community; funds will be used to finance educational outreach for the French Acadian communities and students of the St. John Valley.) In addition, students refine their written skills through writing essays, letters, and aural material through songs, videos / films, and listening activities. The course includes a comprehensive review of the grammatical structure of the French language.   

The textbooks and materials to be utilized in the course reflect best practice techniques, and provide students with a learning experience equivalent to that of a third-year college course in French Language. The instructional materials, activities, assignments, and assessments appropriate to this level have been pre-approved by the AP College Board. Hence, students will use Une Fois Pour Toutes and Preparing for the Language Examination as the primary books for Grammar Review; Bon Voyage! Niveau 3, for new vocabulary introduction and for cultural projects and history Trésor du temps –Niveau Avancé.

Textbooks / Resources

Une Fois Pour Toutes (Troisième édition), Hale Sturges II, Linda Cregg Nielson, Henry Lynn Herbst, Pearson/Prentice Hall, 2008 

AP French – Preparing for the Language Examination (Deuxième édition), Richard Ladd, Colette Girard, Scott Foresman Addison Weslley, 1998

How To Prepare For The AP Advanced Placement Exam French 2007, Laila Amiry, Barron’s Educational Series, Inc., 2004

Schaum’s French Grammar (Fourth Edition), Mary E. Coffman Crocker, The McGraw-Hill Companies Inc., 1999

Triangle, Carolyn F. Demaray, Josette J. Smith, Wayside Publishing, 1998

L’Autre Rive – Textes et Exercices, Marcelle Cendres Sandhu, Holt, Rinehart and Winston, 1990

French Grammar in Context, Margaret Jubb and Annie Rouxeville, McGraw-Hill, 2004

French Reference Grammar, Daniel J. Calvez, National Textbook Company, 1993

Mastering the Subjunctive Mood,  Kelley Wingate Levy, The French Workshop Co., 2001

Bon voyage! Level 3, Conrad J. Schmitt and Katia Brillé Lutz, Glencoe, The McGraw-Hill Companies, Inc. 2008

Reprise  - A Complete Review Workbook for Grammar, Communication, and Culture, National Textbook Company, 1997

Trésor du temps –Niveau avancé  Yvonne Lenard, Glencoe, The McGraw-Hill Companies, 2005

Graded French Reader – Deuxième Étape – Fourth Edition, Camille Bauer, D.C. Health and Company, 1992

Bravo! – Fifth Edition, Judith A. Muyskens, Linda H. Harlow, Michèle Vialet, Jean-François Brière, Thomson – Heinle, 2005

Internet Resources (Adresses Utiles)

Chanson Française et Francophone

http://corinne.free.fr/disney.htm
http://www.csdraveurs.qc.ca/musique/noel/calendrier/default.htm
http://www.chantefrance.com
AP French

http://lyris.collegeboard.com
http://www.e-vocable.com
http://globegate.utm.edu/french/lit
Les Verbes

http://www.cned.fr
http://www.club-forum.com/
http://ielanguages.com (French Language Tutorial I-VII Plus)

Jeux

http://www.francaise-des-jeux.fr
http:www.polarfle.com

Create your own learning activities

http://www.quia.com
Recherche de correspondants

http://www.Franceworld.com
http://www.espiegle.org/espiegle.htm
http://www.journalfrancais.com
http://www.france3.fr
http://www.francetelecom.com/fr/
http://www.tv5.org/TV5Site/programmes/accueil_continent.php
La Culture Française

http://www.philagora.net/frindex.htm
http://www.paris-story.com
http://www.gaumont.fr
http://www.cortland.edu/flteach/civ/
Tennessee Bob Famous French Links

http://www.utm.edu/departments/french/french.html
Pour lire

http:///www.bonjourdefrance.com
http://www.polarfle.ovh.org/index.html
Recettes de cuisine

www.ufrp7.math.jussieu.fr/~jas/cuis.html
Magasins sur l’internet

http://www/fnac.com
http://www.amazon.fr
http://www.amazon.ca
http://www.tfl.fr
Chercher l’internet

http://www.netscape.fr
http://www.francealacarte.org/uk/education/enseigner/resources/alevel/litterature/saganling.htm
http://www.voila.fr
http://www.muskadia.com
http://www.wikipedia.com
Journaux

http://www.lemonde.fr
http://www.liberation.fr
http://www.figaro.fr  (“jeunes”)

http://www.equipe.fr
http://www.nouvelobs.fr
http://francesoir.quotidiano.net (france-soir.fr)

Additional Websites

http://www.portaportal.com
http://www.go.hrw.com
http://www.fri.fr
Newspapers  - Journaux

Le Madawaska (Le Journal hebdomadaire du Nouveau-Brunswick – La région du Nord-Ouest). 

L’Info-Weekend (Le Journal hebdomadaire du Nouveau-Brunswick – La région du Nord-Ouest).

L’Acadie Nouvelle (Le Journal quotidian de la Province du Nouveau-Brunswick).

Course Planner

August / September:

· Review the present tense and imperative for all verbs.

· Review the passé composé for all verbs.

· Review definite and indefinite articles.

· Weekly vocabulary on a variety of themes.

· Two essays related to the students daily lives

· Six to eight reading assignments.

· Four speaking assignments, each one two minutes long.

· Assessment: weekly vocabulary and grammar quizzes, verb test, oral assessment.

October:

· Review adjectives and adjective placement.
· Review the present tense and imperative for all verbs.
· Review the passé composé for all verbs.
· Review definite and indefinite articles.
· Weekly vocabulary on a variety of themes.
· Two essays related to the students daily lives.
· Six to eight reading assignments
· Four speaking assignments, each one two minutes long.
· Assessment: Weekly vocabulary and grammar quizzes, verb test, oral assessment.
November:

· Review plus-que-parfait for all verbs.

· Review and compare the usage of the plus-que-parfait and passé composé.

· Review the conditional for all verbs.

· Review the usage of the imparfait with the conditional.

· Weekly vocabulary on a variety of themes.

· Two writing assignments.

· Six to eight reading assignments.

· Listening activities with songs, AP listening exercises.

· Four speaking assignments, each two minutes long

· Assessment weekly vocabulary and grammar quizzes; verb test; oral assessment.

December:

· Review future for all verbs.

· Review and compare the usage of the future and the conditional.

· Review possessive and demonstrative adjectives.

· Film and film review.

· Weekly vocabulary on a variety of themes.

· Two writing assignments.

· Listening activities with songs and AP text and cassettes.

· Three speaking assignments, each two minutes long.

· Assessment: Weekly vocabulary and grammar quizzes,verb test, oral assessment.

· Assessment:  Project (On a given topic / Theme)

January:

· Review all pronouns and their usage.

· Review the use of faire causative.

· Continue reviewing vocabulary on a variety of themes.

· Two writing assignments.

· Six to eight reading assignments.

· Listening activities with songs and AP text and cassettes.

· Three speaking assignments, each two minutes long.

· Assessment:  weekly vocabulary and grammar quizzes, verb test, oral assessment.

· Mid-term exam: Very similar to the College Board Exam those students take in May.

February:

· Review quand and si with the conditional and the future.

· Review the use of the infinitive in the present and past.

· Review the use of qui, que, dont, and où.
· Review adverbs and adverb formation.

· Weekly vocabulary on a variety of themes.

· Two writing assignments.

· Six to eight reading assignments.

· Film and film review.

· Listening activities with songs and AP text and cassettes.

· Three speaking assignments, each two minutes long.

· Assessment: weekly vocabulary and grammar quizzes, verb test, oral assessment

March:

· Review interrogative and demonstrative pronouns.

· Review reflexive verbs in all tenses.

· Review negative expressions.

· Review participles and their use.

· Two writing assignments.

· Six to eight reading assignments.

· Listening activities with songs and AP text and cassettes.

· Three speaking assignments, each two minutes long.

· Assessment: weekly vocabulary and grammar quizzes, verb test, oral assessment.

April:

· Review indefinite expressions with tout.
· Review prepositions and their usage.

· Review the subjunctive.

· Weekly vocabulary on a variety of themes.

· Two writing assignments. 

· Six to eight reading assignments.

· Listening activities with songs and AP text and cassettes.

· Three speaking assignments, each two minutes long.

· Assessment: weekly vocabulary and grammar quizzes, verb test, oral assessment.

May:

· Review the subjunctive.

· Review grammar in response to student’s current needs.

· Weekly vocabulary on a variety of themes.

· Two writing assignments.

· Six to eight reading assignments

· Listening activities and AP text and cassettes.

· Three speaking assignments, each two to three minutes long.

· Assessment: weekly vocabulary and grammar quizzes, verb test, oral assessment.

June:

· Weekly vocabulary on a variety of themes

· Two writing assignments.

· Six to eight reading assignments.

· Listening activities with songs

· Three speaking assignments, each two to three minutes long.

· Film and review.

· Assessment: weekly vocabulary quizzes, oral assessment.

· Assessment: Final Exam.

Course Objectives and Student Activities:

Students will write with accuracy and ease. They improve their writing skills by writing papers at least twice each month on a variety of topics.  These papers are evaluated for content, organization, grammatical accuracy, and vocabulary.  Mistakes are noted and corrected and submitted by students for a final grade.  Over the course of several months students’ writing improves a great deal.

Students improve their reading comprehension skills by considerable practice in reading and through reading comprehension checks and exercises.  The reading material is discussed in depth in class and role-played when appropriate.  Students share their opinions of reading material and relate the material to their own experiences. Hence, using articles on current events in the AP classroom also serves as a great tool for the development of their reading comprehension. In addition, students gain confidence in reading articles from Le Madawaska, L’Acadie Nouvelle,  L’Info-Weekend, as well as reviewing selected appropriate articles from Internet sources.

Students speak with fluency, gaining accuracy in structure and syntax, using a rich vocabulary and appropriate pronunciation.  Speaking takes the form of individual presentations and daily participation in class discussions.  Speaking assignments include news shows with reports, advertisements, and editorial commentary given by students, an explanation of how to do something in several steps; assigned topics related to the school, their personal experiences and current events, or reading material.  Students acquire vocabulary over the course of the year, which enhances their fluency. Speaking on a daily basis raises their level of confidence and improves their listening skills.

