
 At Madawaska Elementary School, on August 
28, 2007, the magazine fundraiser began. It ended on 
September 17.  The magazine fundraiser began because 
Ms. Mary Lunney, the school principal, heard about the 
program taking place out of state so she decided to do 
it, too.  Ms. Lunney says that it brings in extra funds 
that the school can use to do other things that they 
want to do.  The money raised goes for snacks, books in 
the classrooms, individual classrooms and playground 
equipment.
  Mr. Kermit Bailley, a representative from the 
magazine fundraiser, came to speak to the students in 
grades pre-k to five in the school gymnasium. He 
showed students prizes they could earn for selling 
certain amounts of items.
 Students received their packets and sold to 
people they know, family and friends.  Once the money 
was count ed, t he school had raised $2,193.41.
 Ms. Lunney said that all the grades were 
involved in the selling and many students won great 
prizes for their efforts.
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 On October 19, 2007, at 6:00 P.M. the 
Parent Teacher’s Association held a pumpkin 
painting night in the elementary school cafeteria. 
All students attending Madawaska Elementary 
School were invited to attend with their parents.  
Close to 100 people attended the event.  
 The PTA organized the evening with 
pumpkin painting and other Halloween artwork. It 
was done during PTA Start the Art Week.  The 
PTA thought it would be a fun activity for 
parents to do with their children to prepare for 
Halloween.  People brought in their own pumpkins 
t o paint  and t he school and PTA provided t he 
paint.  Some people also made Halloween crafts.  
The parents supervised the painting and craft 
work that their children did.  Refreshments were 
provided to everyone.
 Mrs. Amy Corbin, PTA President, stated, 
"The PTA is always looking for new volunteers.  
We are currently having a Christmas Wreath and 
decoration fundraiser at the elementary school.  
Please help support our school by contacting an 
elementary school student to purchase your 
wreath.”

 October is National Fire Prevention 
month.  It started because of the Great 
Chicago fire that occurred on October 9, 1871.  
The fire could have been prevented.  There 
are many things that people can do to improve 
their safety from fire at home, school or work.  
 At Madawaska Elementary School 
some classes had guest speakers to make the 
students aware of fire safety. Mr. Richard Cyr, 
a firefighter spoke to the first grade classes 
on October 22, at 12:00 noon in Mrs. Jen 
Corriveau’s class.  He talked about stop, drop 
and roll, not playing with matches, and having a 
fire escape plan. Mrs. Jen Corriveau says that 
the students learned a lot about fire safety.  
She believes all students in all grades need to 
learn about  f ire saf et y.
 Mrs. Rose Morin’s early childhood 
classes had firefighters guest speak on 
Tuesday, October 16, at 8:30 a.m. for the 
morning class and at 12:30 p.m. for the 
afternoon class.  Fire fighters Richard Cyr and 
Brian Perry spoke about how to stay safe from 
fires and that fire fighters were their friends.  
 Mrs. Morin added that the firemen 
dressed up to show students what they look 
like and that they shouldn’t be afraid when 
they see them.  The kids also LOVED Sparky, 
the firefighting dog.

 On Monday, October 29, Mrs. Nancy 
Chandler, an educational specialist from Maine 
Public Service Company in Presque I sle, spoke 
to the fourth grade students in the 
elementary school library from 12:50 to 2:15.  
She spoke to the students about electricity 
because they were learning about it in their 
science classes.  
 Mrs. Chandler spoke about current and 
static electricity, conductors and insulators, 
how electricity is made and how it gets to your 
home.  She also spoke about safety around 
electricity.  She had a student dress up as a 
line worker  t o show all t he gear  t hat  needs t o 
be worn to stay safe on the lines.  
 Mrs. Chandler gave out lots of prizes 
to students who answered electricity questions 
correctly. Some prizes were calculators and 
pens.  All students received electricity activity 
books and pencils.
 Mrs. Gina Jandreau, the fourth grade 
science teacher said, “Mrs. Chandler is very 
knowledgeable about electricity and is very 
dynamic in her presentation.  The students 
enjoyed her visit.  We are looking forward to 
having her back soon for another program that 
MPS sponsors, Powerful Readers”. 

  On August 20, 2007, Madawaska Elementary School’s 
physical education program received a great gift.  Twenty-four 
bikes from Daigle’s Sport Center were delivered to the school.  
Mr. Dan Cyr, the physical education teacher at the school received 
a Fast Track grant from the Perloff Foundation to fund these 
bikes.  All fourth and fifth graders are able to use the bikes in 
their phys. ed classes.  Mr. Cyr decided to start this biking 
program because students love riding bike.  It strengthens leg 
muscles and makes the heart stronger.  
 Students started by riding in the parking lot.  They 
started with the ABC check.  They needed to check their air 
pressure by squeezing the tire. They checked brakes by moving 
the bike without the body on it and pressing the brakes.  If the 
brakes stop right away, they are good.  They also checked the 
chain by getting down and looking at it to see if it looks okay.  
Students went around the parking lot and used signals for 
stopping, turning right and turning left.  Students needed to go 
through an obstacle course that included cones and mats.
 Mr. Cyr is thinking of having a bike club in the spring if 
students are interested in riding after school.  He thinks it will 
run like the ski club that was started last year.

 In 1983, the White House began an anti-drug campaign because there was a concern about drug abuse in the 
United States.  Nancy Reagan, a former first lady, is the honorary chairman of the Just Say No Foundation, a 
nonprofit organization that links and coordinates the 1,700 school clubs across the country.  Madawaska Elementary 
School has its own Just Say No Club.
 Mrs. Joan Albert, a third grade teacher and Mrs. Bonnie Tingley, a fifth grade teacher, are in charge of the 
Just Say No Club. It is held in the gym after school every first and last Monday of the month from 2:45 to 4:00.  
The second, third, fourth, and fifth grade students can participate in Just Say No. Just Say No keeps kids active and 
doesn’t allow them to become couch potatoes. The students walk, do laps around the gym, run, and play games that are 
really fun to show them that there are better things to do than drugs.
 Mrs. Albert took the place of Miss Roseanne Gendreau, a retired elementary school teacher, who had done 
the job for many years.
 Mrs. Albert states, “I love doing Just Say No because it lets me spend time with the kids outside the class 
room.”

 There is a display of stars in the Madawaska Elementary School cafeteria called "Our 
Wall of Heroes".  It was put up right after harvest break. 
 The Department of Education sent Ms. Mary Lunney, the school principal, some 
information about the Heroes Program.  She thought it was a good idea to put up a wall of 
heroes.  
 All students from early childhood to grade 5 participated in this activity.  Each child 
picked someone special in his or her life.  They decorated a star with that person’s name or 
picture, drawings, and designs.  Once all the classroom stars were done, the stars were added 
to the cafeteria wall.
 Ms. Lunney added, “Visitors to the school say they are really proud to see the students’ 
heroes on the wall.  Many stop and take their time to look at it.”


