
 Madawaska Elementary School has an after school ski 
program for grades three through six. Ski club began after the 
Christmas vacation and runs until the end of March.  It takes place on 
most Tuesdays and Thursdays from 2:30- 4:00 and a late bus is 
provided for the students to go home. 
 Students are able to ski in areas near the school.  During ski 
club, students ski around the Coon Loop, which is a one-kilometer 
loop, and the Owl Loop, which is another kilometer. The trails all 
together are 2 kilometers long. Students also have fun going on Big 
Bend, which is a downhill trail with a turn. Mr. Colin Jandreau and 
his father, Nelson Jandreau, groom the trails.
            Mr. Dan Cyr has ski club to get students outdoors doing a 
fun physical activity. Mr. Dan Cyr adds, ÒThe students and I would 
like to thank Mr. Colin and Nelson Jandreau for grooming the trails.Ó

   Students at Madawaska Elementary School participate in many winter 
activities in their phys. ed program.  
   Mr. Dan Cyr, the phys. ed teacher, thinks it is important for students to get 
outdoors in the winter months so he incorporates many outdoor activities in his 
classes. 
   Students in grades 1 and 2 go snowshoeing during their phys. ed classes.  
Students in grades 3 through 6 participate in cross country skiing, and also 
have the chance to join the after school ski club. 
   One exciting winter activity that students in grades 3 through 6 were able to 
participate in before the February vacation was skating at the Madawaska 
Recreation Department. Students were able to skate for free for about an hour.  
Some students were just learning how to skate while others were able to 
perfect their skating skills.
  These are all winter activities that can be done outside. Mr. Dan Cyr states, Ò
Students should get outside and participate in these activities in the winter 
because they are healthy, life-long sports.Ó
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  The kindergarteners at Madawaska Elementary School 
went on two field trips during the second trimester. One 
trip was to Shop NÕ Save and the other was the Nursing 
Home. Mrs. Christine Chasse and Mrs. Lynn Cyr 
organized the Shop NÕSave trip while Mrs. Chasse and 
Mrs. Tina Albert organized the Nursing Home trip
   The kindergarteners went to Shop NÕ Save around 
Thanksgiving time. In French class the students learned 
to say fruits and vegetables in French. The teachers 
decided to bring the students on a field trip to Shop NÕ 
Save to learn about fruits and vegetables in the produce 
department with Mr. Don Deschene, the produce 
manager. Students feasted on the fruits and vegetables 
for there Thanksgiving Celebration.  Mrs. Chasse stated, 
ÒHealthy snacks like fruits and vegetables help people 
feel good.Ó
   Students also went to the Country Village Estates 
before Christmas and on February 14, Valentines Day, 
to sing songs to the elders to make them feel happy. 
Mrs. Linda Albert, the educational technician, joined 
Mrs. Chasse and       Mrs. Albert on this trip.  Students 
had fun singing to the elders.  Mrs. Chasse stated, ÒIt is 
important for the children to give of their time- a smile, 
a handshake or a song.  The elderly and children loved 
their visit together!Ó

  Students at Madawaska Elementary School participated in a 
few Christmas activities.
  On Tuesday, December 21, Mrs. Louise Albert, a sixth 
grade teacher was in charge of Ò6th Grade HelpersÓ. These 
students helped out most of the teachers in the school with 
things they needed to have done before the Christmas 
vacation. They also helped the school lunch ladies, 
secretaries, guidance counselor and the librarian. Some 
things that the kids did were staple packets, cut out things, 
organize areas, take down decorations, mop, and clean, read 
to kids, along with many other things. Mrs. Albert stated, Ò
The students greatly enjoyed this activity, felt lots of pride 
and self-worth, and they would like to do this again 
sometime in the spring.Ó 
  Another activity was a Christmas concert that was held on 
December 22 in the school gym.  Mr. Marc Albert, the music 
teacher, organized the event.   Mr. Albert and Mr. Ben Sirois, 
a fifth grade teacher, accompanied the students with guitars.
The students in all grades practiced their favorite Christmas 
songs during music class and sang them at the concert. The 
6th graders learned and sang a new song called ÒPromises to 
KeepÓ.   
  Mr. Albert organized this activity because it is done every 
year to help get people in the Christmas spirit. He wants to 
thank Mr. Sirois for his help and hopes to do it again next 
year.
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   The 1st graders at Madawaska Elementary 
School are participating in a reading program 
called Animal Safari. Animal Safari takes place 
throughout the whole month of March.  Mrs. 
Peggy Ruest, a first grade teacher, is in charge 
of ordering the books for the students.
  In Animal Safari kids can learn about animals 
around the world by reading about them. 
Students have to read 5 books and do have an 
interview on those 5 books.  Mrs. Ruest and the 
other first grade teacher, Mrs. Jen Mazo, 
interview the students in their own classrooms.  
  Once students complete their five books, they 
receive a safari hat and get their name 
announced on the intercom in the morning.  At 
the end of March, all students wear their safari 
hat all day long and are treated to popcorn and a 
movie.
  Mrs. Peggy Ruest says that this is a great 
reading program because it motivates students 
to read since all students seem to love to read 
about animals.

 Early Childhood students celebrated 
GrandfatherÕs Day on February 14, at 
Madawaska Elementary School. 
 The teachers in charge of this special 
day were Mrs. Rose Morin, the early childhood 
teacher, and Mrs. Bea Dufour, her educational 
technician. The children and their grandfathers 
played in the classroom for about 30 minutes, 
and then they went into the cafeteria. The 
children sang songs on the stage such as, ÒYou 
are Special”,  “I Love Pépère”, “I love You and 
You Know ItÓ, and the ÒHeart SongÓ.  The kids 
decorated the food for the celebration.  After the 
singing, everyone ate.
 The reason Mrs. Morin has a 
GrandfatherÕs Day is because she doesnÕt want 
the students to forget how important their 
grandfathers are.   
 Mrs. Morin states, ÒItÕs a very special 
day for the PŽp•res and their grandchildren. 
They love it!Ó

    Read Across America Week took place from February 28, to March 4, at Madawaska Elementary 
School in the studentsÕ classrooms. All students from the early childhood grades to grade 6 took part in the 
weeklong activities. 
    Read Across America Week is done to help celebrate the importance of reading and also to celebrate the 
birthday of Dr. Seuss on March 2.  Mrs. Missy Morneault, coordinated the activities for the week.
    During the week, students decorated bulletin boards with the theme ÒAnd to think that I saw it on 11th 
Avenue in Madawaska, MEÓ.  The students had a RIF grab bag on March 1, where they chose a book to 
keep from a bag delivered to their classroom.
    On March 2, students ate green eggs and ham for lunch with birthday cake for dessert to celebrate Dr. 
SeussÕs birthday. The students saw the sneak peek of The Lorax.  There was a ÒDress as Your Favorite 
Character DayÓ on March 3. On March 4, it was "Crazy Sock Day".  The students were also treated with 
popcorn during DEAR (Drop Everything and Read) time. The 6th graders were guest readers for all the 
grades.  They read their favorite childrenÕs books to the classrooms that they were assigned to for reading. 
    Mrs. Morneault stated, ÒI do believe all students had an enjoyable week.  Perhaps next year we can plan 
different activities that are fun and promote the importance of reading each day.Ó

  Ninety-five students in grades 3 to 6 at Madawaska 
Elementary School were lucky to attend the World 
Cup Biathlon on February 10, at 10th Mountain in 
Fort Kent.   Mrs. Missy Morneault organized the 
activity.  She thought it was important to be able to 
give the students at MES an opportunity to 
experience a world-class event such as the World 
Cup, especially when it was right in their backyard.      
  She, along with Mr. Mark and Louise Albert, sixth 
grade teachers, and Miss Danielle Hebert, the school 
secretary, chaperoned the trip.
  On January 13, two guest speakers, Katrina Howe 
and Andrea Mayo, from Maine Winter Sports, came 
to speak to the students about the biathlon so they 
would be prepared for the trip. Students also did a 
few extra things on their own or in their classrooms 
to prepare for the field trip. Some students made 
posters supporting a particular athlete. Others drew 
flags of various countries, or made noisemakers to 
cheer on an athlete.
  Students boarded the bus in the morning with 
lunches.  They stood in the stadium and cheered for 
the athletes as they skied and shot at the targets. 
They boarded the bus in the late afternoon to go back 
home. 
   Mrs.Morneault stated, ÒI could not have asked for 
a better group of kids! Everyone was so well 
behaved, and though it was quite cold, students came 
bundled up and well prepared.Ó

  A Geography Bee was held in the cafeteria at 
Madawaska Elementary School on January 18. 
All students in grades four through eight 
participated in this event either in the elimination 
rounds or in the final bee.
  Elimination rounds took place in December in 
the studentsÕ social studies classrooms. Mrs. Rita 
Pelletier, Mrs. Bonny Tingley and Mrs. Louise 
Albert were in charge of the first elimination 
round in their grades.  Students with the best 
scores went on to the next elimination round 
which took place in the library.  
  The final round took place in the cafeteria on 
January 18.  Students in grades 3 to 8 watched 
this final round. The students from the middle 
school came to the elementary school for this 
event.  Mrs. Connie Vanier asked the finalists 
many questions.  Students had to get two answers 
wrong before they were eliminated from the final 
round.  The winner of the geography bee was 
sixth grader, Evan Gagnon.  Matthew Swope, an 
eighth grader, came in second place.
  Mrs. Bonny Tingley stated, ÒI am glad the 
fourth and fifth graders had an opportunity to 
participate in this activity this year.Ó


