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Madawaska Elementary School celebrated
Christmas in a few ways. There were Christmas
concerts and second grade had a Christmas Around
the World unit.

Mrs. Gloria Stoliker, the Madawaska
Elementary School music teacher, organized the
MES Christmas Concert in the gym on December
18, 2008.

At the concert each grade sang a
traditional song and a new song. The students
practiced during their music classes, at home, and
some classes even went for extra time. The
kindergarten students all the way to 5th graders
sang at the concert. Early Childhood helped
everyone sing.

Mrs. Stoliker organized the concert so
everyone could have fun and share what they
learned in music with their friends and family. The
students also sang their songs at a Christmas
gathering for the elementary, middle and high
school students at the high school gym.

Mrs. Stoliker said, "We had so much fun,
we learned so much and we might have another
concert at the end of the vyear.

Mrs. Jennifer Sioris, a second grade
teacher organized a project with the other second
grade teachers called Christmas Around The
World. All of the second graders participated.
They started on November 30, 2008, and ended on
December 20, 2008. The students learned about
different countries, traditions, and customs. The
activities took place in the classrooms and some
parent volunteers helped out. The teachers had
parents scheduled to come in on certain days for
certain countries they were learning about.
Students visited one country per day, a guest
speaker went in, and they brought food in for them
to try. They got information from packets, labeled
maps, read information from books and read a lot
of picture books.

Mrs. Sirois said, "The unit was very good

The Ski Program
By Lindscy Gendreau
and Emily Dumond

Affer the Madawaska Elementary School

Christmas vacation, Mr. Dan Cyr, the physical education
teacher, started this year® skiing program. The 3rd, 4th
and 5th graders are involved in the skiing program. Mr.
Cyr allows the third, fourth and fifth graders to ski
because they are old enough to be independent.
During their phys. ed classes, the 3rd, 4th, and 5th
graders learn how to Nordic ski, which involves classical
and skate skiing. With the help of the PTA, the school
raised enough money to buy the skies last year.

The kids ski in the back of the school where
they now have a Coon Loop trail, which takes them into
the woods. The skiing trail is 1.5 kilometers long. Mr.
Nelson Jandreau grooms the trail.

After school every Tuesday and Thursday, Mr.
Cyr has a sign-up sheet at the office. Twenty-five
students are allowed to ski for Ski Club. It lasts until
4:00 and kids get more time on skis. The sign-up is
always  full.  Mr. Cyr started the  skiing

T e program because it is a very
healthy outside sport.
Mr. Cyr states, “"We are
fortunate  to have  ski
equipment including a new
groomer, which was built last
year by some volunteers, for
the elementary school.”

Mr. Cyr, the physical education teacher, brought
some Madawaska Elementary School students skating at
the Madawaska Multi-Purpose Center as part of their
phys. ed program.

On Monday, February 9, the 5th graders skated,
and on Tuesday, February 10, the 3rd and the 4th grade
students went skating. They skated for an hour and a
half.

Mr. Cyr worked on skating saf ely and balancing on
skates. Students also learned how fto stop. Mr. Cyr
stated, "Skating went very well. The students had lots of

for the kids. They learned a lot. They made a lot  fun.O
of great art pieces.OShe also said that the parents

had as much fun as the students.

Mr. Cyr said that he did this because skating is an
active sport that any child or adult can do with practice.
They cancontinue doing this activity until they are old.er.

Madawaska

Elementary School
students did their part to help the
mushers at the CanAm sled dog races
from February 28 to March 2. They got
trail mix bags ready for the mushers to
eat during their trip on the trail.

Mrs. Peggy Ruest, a first grade
teacher, was in charge of this activity.
There was a flyer sent out to all 300
students at MES to get donations for
the frail mix. Once the items were in,
the mix was put together on the stage
in the cafeteria.

There were 300 bags of trail
mix made. Mrs. Ruest stated, (This
couldn't have happened without the
generous donations from the students
and parents.”

The PTA, Parent Teacher
Association, has sponsored many events
this trimester. They did two skating
nights and a gym night for the elementary
school students. They also did some
fundraising events, which included selling
Smencils and chocolate Easter bunnies.

The people running the PTA events
were the PTA President, Courtney Chasse,
Vice-President, Paula Gendreau, and
Secretary and Treasurer, Lori Martin.

The skating hights were available
to the elementary school students. It
took place at the Multi-Purpose Center in
February. Gym night took place in March
at the elementary school gym, cafeteria
and library. This was also open to all
elementary school students and their

During the second trimester, the
first graders at Madawaska Elementary
School participated in a reading
program called Safari Reading. The
entire first grade wing worked on this
program.

Mrs. Peggy Ruest, a first grade
teacher, was in charge of this activity.
When the students finished their
readings, they received a safari hat
and a passport booklet of the books
they read. The students had fo read
five books to get the prizes. Every
time they finished a book they had an
interview with their teacher.

The kids read the books in the
classroom and at home. The program
started on February 9, and ended on

par‘en’rséT A also helped th th March 13. Mrs. Ruest stated, §
£ also he pt:fou‘r M;\;\TEAT e CO,STS This program is to get kids motivated
of some evenis. ter testing, to read non-fiction books. It

students went swimming at the Sports
Complex in Edmundston as a reward. PTA
sponsored that reward.

Mrs. Courtney Chasse stated, "The
PTA sponsors these events because they
want students to have something to do
and they also want to bring families
toget her.O

Some upcoming events, which PTA
helps to sponsor, are Ocean Adventure,
Movie Night, Penny Carnival, and Wellness
Day.

succeeded in getting students to read.”

Grandfathers' Day
By Erica Thibeault and Sarah Gendreau

Early childhood students at Madawaska Elementary School, and their teachers, Mrs. Rose Morin and Mrs. Linda Albert,
presented a Grandf at hersCDay celebration.

Mrs. Morin and her students wanted a special day for the grandfathers. They decided to have it on Valentines Day. The
pre-k students celebrated Grandfathers' Day by having the grandfathers read to the them. The children also decorated cookies
with their grandfathers, showed the grandfathers around the classroom and played with the grandfathers.

The grandfathers stayed with the children for about two hours. The children brought their grandfathers into the
cafeteria and sang Valentines Day songs and special Grandfathers Day songs. Some children that did not have a grandfather who
was able to come had other family members replace the grandfathers.

"The grandfathers made Valentines Day even more special because they were with the children,” Mrs. Morin stated.



