
 The South Bristol Spin Drifters performed 
for the Madawaska Elementary School students and 
staff at 9:00 am on April 3, 2009.  They are a 
group of 5th to 8th grade students who do many 
basic, int ermediat e and high-level t r icks wit h a j ump 
rope.  The Spin Drifters are from South Bristol 
Elementary School in Portland, Maine.  
 The j umpers learned t hese t r icks because 
they began jumping rope in first grade and learned 
the basic tricks.  They continued practicing until 
they got better.
 Mr. Dan Cyr, the physical education teacher, 
invit ed t he Spin Dr if t ers t o help kick of f  t he J ump 
Rope f or  Hear t  program where st udent s j ump rope 
to help the American Heart Association.  
 Mr. Cyr thinks it would be a great idea in 
the future to have Madawaska Elementary students 
put on a jump rope demonstration for the school 
and parents.
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 Dur ing t he mont h of  Apr il, Maine 

Public Ser vice Company and Nancy 

Chandler, the educational specialist, 

offered an Earth Day contest to students 

in kindergarten through grade 8. Students 

acr oss t he count y wer e invit ed t o 

participate. The contest was judged at 

Maine Public Service Company in Presque 

Isle before Earth Day. 
 Many students from Madawaska 

Elementary School participated. The 

students participated in different 

cat egor ies. The younger  st udent s made 

posters while the older students wrote 

essays.
 Congratulations go out the 

Madawaska Elementary School winners.  

The first place winner in her category was 

Hollie Morneault, a second grader.  She 

received a $100.00 savings bond, a plaque 

and a Go Green t-shirt.

 The second place winner in her 

category was Isabelle Jandreau, who is 

also a second grader.  She received a 

$75.00 savings bond, a plaque and a Go 

Green t-shirt

 Ryan Levesque won an honorable 

mention and received a ribbon. All other 

students who entered the contest received 

a certificate.

 Students in grades four and five can 
participate in an after school program called 
Bike Club.  Mr. Dan Cyr, the physical education 
teacher, coordinates this activity and the 
route for the bikes to take.  Bike Club takes 

place every Tuesday and Thursday after the 
snow has melted. Mr. Cyr allows 20 students to 
sign up. Students ride after school until 4:00.
 Mr. Cyr leads students on the back 
st reet s because t here is less t raf f ic.  There 
are saf et y rules t he st udent s f ollow.  Mr . Cyr  
has students do the ABC check before leaving 
on t heir  r ide.  ÒAÓ st ands f or  checking t he air  
in t he t ires, ÒBÓ st ands f or  checking t he 
brakes and “C” stands for checking the chain.
 On the last day of Bike Club, the 
students ride to the Tastee Freeze and 

celebrat e wit h ice cream.  Mr . Cyr  want s t o 
thank Dave and Sandy Perloff for making Bike 
Club possible.  Mr. Cyr purchased the bikes 
last year through a grant funded by the 
Perloff’s.

 On Apr il 15, Madawaska Element ar y 

held its annual Jump Rope for Heart event.  

This began in 1999. Ever y year  in J ump Rope 

f or  Hear t  t he kids r aise money f or  t he 

American Heart Association to help fight 

heart disease and stroke. Mr. Dan Cyr, the 

physical educat ion t eacher , was in char ge of  

t his event .
 Jump Rope for Heart takes place in 

the gym. The kids get into teams of five or 

six jumpers. Two students from each team 

jump for five minutes and then give their 

j ump r opes t o t wo ot her  st udent s on t heir  

team. A few of the 5th graders volunteered 

to help set up what was needed for Jump 

Rope for Heart. Apples and oranges from the 

caf et er ia wer e ser ved, and Hi-C f r om 

McDonalds was available t o t he j umper s. 
 Jump Rope for Heart is a very good 

community event that helps community people 

who have heart diseases or strokes. Kids raise 

money to help fight heart problems. Depending 

on how much money t he kids r aise, t hey will 

reach different levels of prizes on their Jump 

Rope f or  Hear t  packet s. Top money r aising 

teams receive invitations for a pizza party in 

the gym. Mr. Cyr gives out prizes to the kids 

as an incentive. This year, the school raised 

$8,738.

 Mr. Cyr stated, “Jump Rope for Heart 

challenges students to work cooperatively by 

creating their own teams with their friends. 

Jump Rope for Heart is great because it also 

challenges st udent s physically.Ó

 From Monday, April 13th to Friday 

April 17th, students at Madawaska 

Elementary School participated in an Earth 

Day Week.
 Mrs. Gina Jandreau, a fourth grade 

teacher, and Mrs. Jen Sirois, a second grade 

teacher, got together two weeks before 

Earth Day Week to decide on what activities 

could be done to celebrate the week. They 

also called Shop N’ Save who supplied 500 

paper grocery bags which all students 

decorated during the week. Every day on the 

announcements, students gave Earth Day 

t ips. On Monday Apr il 13, t he st udent s 

traced their hands on blue or green 

construction paper, and cut them out.  They 

wrote tips on their hands.  When they 

f inished, t he t eacher s glued t hem t o t he 

wall in t he caf et er ia in t he shape of  a globe.
 On Tuesday, the students had a 

coloring contest. The winners of each grade 

received a water bottle.

 On Thursday, the students had a 

poetry-writing contest.  The winners of each 

grade received an Earth Day ball. 
 On Friday, students continued to 

decorate paper bags They were brought 

back to Shop N’ Save to be handed out to 

shopper s on Ear t h Day.
 All students received an Earth Day 

bracelet, and pencil.

 Mr. Phil Averill, the “Ocean Adventure Guy,” was here on April 8, and 9.  He spoke to students 
from kindergarten to grade five on different ocean topics. This talk took place in room 117. 
 Mr. Averill talked about the ocean, how fishermen catch their fish, the Gulf of Maine, sharks, 

and whales. He also had a display of sea creatures in the hall in the touch tank. 
 Mrs. Ginette Albert, the school principal, invites the Ocean Adventure Guy to come to 
Madawaska Elementary every year because it allows the students to hear about the Southern part of 
Maine and learn about the ocean there.

 Mrs. Alber t  st at es, ÒThe Ocean Advent ure Guy is very popular  when he comes t o all of  t he 
Valley schools in April to share his knowledge with students.”  

 On May 5, 2009, the fourth graders took a field trip to Dug Brook Hatchery located in Ashland, 

Maine on the Sheridan Road. Mrs. Gina Jandreau, a fourth grade science teacher, contacted Ron Grover, one 

of  t he Dug Br ook Hat cher y dir ect or s, t o set  up t he f ield t r ip.
 Students, along with their chaperones Mrs. Jandreau and Mr. Ben Sirois, another fourth grade 

t eacher , lef t  at  8:30 in t he mor ning and ar r ived at  t he hat cher y at  10:30. Mr . J ames Thompson led t he 

tour where students saw the fish hatchery and the salmon in the alevin stage.  There was a question and 

answer period. The students also saw a video on how clean water makes a difference in raising salmon.
   The teachers and fourth graders ate their lunches in the lounge and left the hatchery at 12:30.  

St udent s at t ended t his f ield t r ip because t hey r aise salmon in a mini hat cher y in t heir  classr oom t o 

conserve the salmon population.  
 Mrs. Jandreau stated, “Seeing a real hatchery is a great experience.  The students enjoyed their 

day, especially seeing the healthy alevin in the tubs.”


