
  Early childhood students at Madawaska Elementary School had a 
Fire Safety talk on October 5, in the early childhood classroom. Mrs. 
Rose Morin, the early childhood teacher, invited three fire fighters to 
speak to the students about fire safety because it was Fire Prevention 
Month and she wants her students to be safe.  
 The early childhood students learned not to be afraid of fire 
fighters when they are dressed up. They also learned to have an exit plan 
at home, and how to stop, drop and roll. The fire fighters also brought 
Sparky the Fire Dog. 
 Mrs. Morin stated, ÒThe students were very happy that Sparky the 
Fire Dog came with the fire fighters to teach them about fire safety.Ó
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  On September 21, all the kindergarteners at 
Madawaska Elementary School went potato picking at 
Marcel MorinÕs farm in St. David.  The kindergarten 
teachers Mrs. Christine Chasse and Mrs. Lynn Cyr were 
in charge of the activity.
 As part of the kindergarten core French program 
children are taught about potato harvest.  The children 
learn about the French culture of potato harvest.
 Students and teachers got on the bus and drove to 
the cave à patate. Students watched the potatoes come off 
the truck onto a conveyor belt to be stored for the winter.  
Then, the bus driver brought them to the potato field to 
pick potatoes.
 The teachers gave students apples for snacks. 
After they went back to school, they made baked 
potatoes, mashed potatoes, and French fries.  Students 
voted on what was best. French fries won.
           Mrs. Chasse states, ÒIÕve been bringing the 
kindergarteners potato picking for many years. ItÕs my 
favorite field trip of the year!”

 Madawaska Elementary School has a reading 
club that 4th graders are able to participate in. Genre 
Club has been running for nine years. It starts at the 
beginning of each school year and it runs to the end of 
the school year.
 All 4th grade reading teachers and the librarian, 
Mrs. Georgie Babin, introduce the genres to the students. 
Mrs. Gina Jandreau and Mrs. Missy Morneault interview 
students so they can earn their patches. Students need to 
read two books from one genre. They get an interview 
and earn their patches. Students usually interview during 
recess times. 
 Students can earn patches from different genres 
like historical fiction, realistic fiction, fantasy, 
non-fiction, biography and science fiction. Genre Club 
began to get students to read a variety of books at their 
reading level.  
 Mrs. Jandreau stated, “Genre Club is highly 
motivating for many students to read a variety of books 
that they may never choose on their own.”

 

 Mr. Charles Collin, the construction trade teacher at the St. John 
Valley Tech School, and his students are building a storage shed at 
Madawaska Elementary School in the teacher parking lot near the gym.   
 The school needed room to store some equipment such as the 
track setter and the groomer for the ski program, and some of Mr. Dan 
Cyr’s physical education equipment.  It may also be used to store some 
things from the school garage.
 The shed project began in October at the tech school.  They 
began the groundwork at the elementary school on November 2. Their 
goal is to finish the project this fall.   
 Mr. Collin stated, ÒIt is cold, but we are strong and we will 
continue to build it until the snow comes. If we don’t finish because of 
the snowfall, we will finish next spring.Ó 


